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Foreword

Dear artists, 
Dear ladies and gentlemen,

The festivities marking the end of the
year are rapidly approaching and this
year will soon be over.

Much has happened in the meantime:
exhibitions, appearances at companies,
in schools, in galleries and in shopping
malls – and all this thanks to your hard
work and commitment. You are the dri-
ving force of our Association across the
world. On behalf of the Board I would
like to express my gratitude to you for
this. 

It is with great sadness that I must an-
nounce the news that our Honorary
Member and long-standing Member of
the VDMFK Jury, Hans Massberger, pas-
sed away in November. He was a man
who left his mark on the world – an en-
during mark which brought great joy to
many people and which will continue
to do so in future. He will always have
a special place in the history of the
VDMFK. Not only did he take part in
the inaugural meeting in 1957, but he
and his work were invaluable for our
community of mouth and foot painters.
He played a vital part in creating the
success of our Association. Dear Hans,
rest in peace.

In our bulletin of December 2017, I as-
ked you to take up the proposal of Bo-
ard Member Mr Tom Yendell and take
part in the ‘International Day of Mouth
and Foot Painting Artists’. Thank you
very much for your lively participation!
The Board of Directors is currently wor-
king on preparations for the next Dele-
gates’ Assembly in 2019.

I would now like to talk to you about
an important moment in my life as a
painter – when I made the acquaintan-
ce of the Association of Mouth and
Foot Painting Artists.

I was still a young man and had already
begun painting. One day a friend invi-
ted me to go to an exhibition “where
there are painters who paint like you.” I
decided to do so and took one of my

pictures. At the exhibition I met Denise
Legrix, a mouth painter, author and
Member of the Association, for the first
time. Denise asked me: “My dear Ser-
ge, did you actually paint this picture
with a brush in your mouth?” – “Yes, I
did,” I replied. It was at this point that
Denise asked me whether I would like
to join the Association. My answer to
her was “No, it’s for disabled people,
not for me.” 

At the time, the extent of my disability
was not clear to me – or rather, I pre-
ferred not to think about it. Painting
with a brush in my mouth was some-
thing I found quite normal!

After mulling over the matter, however,
I changed my mind. In 1976 I had the
great honour and privilege to become a
member of our family. Denise was my
guardian angel! 

I should like to use the slowly growing

feeling of excitement before the cele-
brations at the turn of the year to
thank you all, with brushes in our
mouths, for your great cooperation.

I have a dream – I hope that all your
wishes for 2019 come true!

With artistic greetings,

Serge Maudet
President of the VDMFK

VDMFK President Mr Serge Maudet from France.
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Honorary Member Hans
Massberger passed away on 9th of
November. He took part in the
founding meeting which was held
to establish the VDMFK in 1957. For
decades, he made a name for him-
self among the artists as a member
of the Jury. Below we publish the
wording of the funeral oration.

Today we bid farewell to a man who
left his mark on the world. A mark

that extends far beyond today, which
brought great joy to many people and
which will continue to do so in future.
This artistic mark is timeless and yes,
permanent even. 

Hans Massberger used the 89 years
of his lifetime to leave behind

something of enduring value. He was
born in Marktl am Inn (Lower Bavaria)
in 1929. After completing secondary
school, he studied art at the “Die
Form” art school in Munich. In addi-
tion, he learned to become a qualified
decorative painter and passed his final
apprenticeship examination. As a
volunteer, he worked as a church pain-
ter in Rotthalmünster. Throughout his
life he felt drawn to art. He became a
member of many organisations, inclu-
ding the Munich Artists’ Cooperative,
the Protective Association of Fine
Artists in Munich and the “Die Burg”
artist’s group in Burghausen. In the lat-
ter case, he was one of the very first
members. Early on, he moved abroad
in search of artistic inspiration. During
his student days, he stayed on the
island of Burano near Venice in order
to perfect his painting. In the course of
his artistic career, he completed study
trips to all five continents, from which
he felt increasingly inspired. 

Success proved him right. He had the
honour of exhibiting his works in

well-known museums. These included,
for example, the House of Art belon-
ging to the Privileged Royal Artists’
Association of Munich which was esta-
blished in 1868, or in the art pavilion
in the Old Botanical Garden in Munich.
Some of his works are also owned by

museums and cities; hence the
Albertina in Vienna, the State
Collection of Graphic Arts in Munich,
the town of Burghausen and the City
of Munich all own artworks by Hans
Massberger. 

Aparticularly important event in his
life, he said, occurred when 

Dr Joseph Ratzinger, Curia Cardinal and
Prefect of the Roman Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith, who went on
to become Pope Benedict XVI, was
awarded honorary membership of the
market town of Marktl am Inn. To
mark the occasion, Dr Ratzinger was
presented with the work “Motif of
Marktl” by Hans Massberger as a gift.
This made him very proud. Hans
Massberger attended these celebra-
tions as a guest of honour.

His success was also recognised in
the distinctions and awards which

he received. He became an Associate
Member of the Accademia Tiberina in
Rome, was awarded the Grand Prix
Humanitaire de France in Paris and was
elevated to Cavaliere of the Order
Sovrano Militare Ospitaliero In Rome. 

Aspecial honour was bestowed on
him when in 1989 the Neue

Münchner Galerie published an illustra-
ted book entitled “The Painter Hans
Massberger” which was edited by art
historian Dr Richard Hiepe.

In it, the author wrote: “Hans
Massberger is the born landscape

painter: an assertion evident in the
expressive evening mood generated by
Bengalo flares illuminating the district
of Deisenhofen in Bavaria’s

Deceased Honorary Member

Hans Massberger worked for the Association ever since the VDMFK was
founded. Among other things, he was a member of the Jury for decades.



Oberhaching, and in pictures of the old
alleys, churches and canals around
Venice and Burano. But occasionally an
original inventor of figure paintings
also breaks out: poetically stylised in
the linocut of a Sicilian street singer
and in the sharp contrasts of the oil
painting ‘Encounter’ from 1980.” 

Hans Massberger not only worked
as a painter, but also passed on his

knowledge and skills to others in a
highly social and selfless way. He
thought that the Association of Mouth
and Foot Painting Artists, which had
been founded by his former friend
Arnulf Erich Stegmann, himself a
mouth painter, offered an ideal oppor-
tunity for him to do this. Ever since the
founding of the Association in 1957,
he had assisted Stegmann in an adviso-
ry capacity and, among other things,
acted as a member of the jury. It see-
med obvious to him that he would
continue this work even after the
death of his friend Stegmann in the
1980s. Consequently, he was jointly
responsible for the fact that the
Association of Mouth and Foot
Painting Artists emerged from being a
small group of mouth and foot pain-
ters to becoming a worldwide
Association with several hundred
Members, Associate Members and
Scholarship Holders. It was therefore
only logical that he was awarded
honorary membership of the
Association in 1997, which also led to
him to working closely together with
those responsible for running the
Association, and with mouth and with
foot painters all over the world, right
up to the end. In her address accom-
panying the conferral of honorary
membership, Marlyse Tovae, the
President at the time, stated: “He, too,
has stood alongside Erich Stegmann
ever since the Association was first
founded and has asserted and proved
himself in cultural matters, both as a
member of the Jury, and particularly as
an expert in artistic creation. In addi-
tion to carrying out many administrati-
ve duties, he is particularly interested in
maintaining good contacts with and in
offering advice to the Members and

Scholarship Holders. His calm manner
and balanced attitude has ensured and
continues to ensure fruitful coopera-
tion between the Managing Board and
his work. Thanks to his efforts and his
work over many years, the Association
has established an excellent reputation,
particularly in regard to its high artistic
standards. The catalogues he has com-
piled and especially the biographies of
the artists offer eloquent testimony to
his activity.”

Hans Massberger has left an enor-
mous gap, there’s no doubt about

that. Yet, as has been said above, his
artistic mark will remain. In his case,
the question “What will remain?” is
quite easy to answer: on the one hand,
works that radiate far beyond the pre-
sent day and will still bring lots of joy
in the future, and on the other, the
foundation for a carefree life on the
part of many physically handicapped
people who, thanks to Hans, can also
make a living from mouth and foot
painting. 

Hans, rest in peace.

5

Deceased Honorary Member

He was awarded Honorary Membership of the Association in 1997 for his
service to the VDMFK and mouth and foot painters across the world. 
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Miscellaneous

The first Mouth and Foot Painters’
Day was celebrated on 5 Septem-
ber 2018. This was celebrated
across the world with exhibitions,
painting demonstrations, talks and
presentations. Here we take a look
at some of the numerous events.

In Finland, the three
artists Lissu

Lundström, Anja
Hämäläinen and
Paula Mustalahti
(from left to right)
used the special day
to hold an exhibi-
tion accompanied

by painting demon-
strations.

In Colombia, the exhibition given by several mouth
and foot painters also saw them give painting demon-
strations.

The first Mouth and Foot Painters’ Day provided a
good opportunity for various Mexican artists to stage
an exhibition.

Florian Anghel, Scholarship Holder from Spain, presen-
ting basketball player Paul Gasol with a portrait on
Mouth and Foot Painters’ Day.

Nine artists from Brazil painted the wall of a hospital in São Paulo on September 5. The artists involved in this
event were: Gonçalo Borges, Rita Boz, Maria Goret Chagas, Domingos Dupé, Lucas Figueiredo, Ivanildo Gomes,
Jadir Raymundo, Victor Santos and José Marcos dos Santos.
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Pierre Bellot (Full Member/France), ‘The Smile of the Painter’, oils, 80x80 cm.
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Exhibition in Brazil

From 21 to 30 September 2018, the
Brazilian publishing house held an
exhibition of works by the coun-
try’s artists in Rio de Janeiro. The
show featured works by a total of
27 mouth and foot painters. 

The Brazilian publishing house opened
the exhibition 'Arte e Inclusão', at
which works by 27 artists were on dis-

play, on 21 September 2018. The show
was held at the ‘Do Amanhã’ museum
and lasted until 30 September 2018.
This exhibition was the result of the
partnership between the General
Command of the Marine Corps and the
Brazilian publishing. For this reason, pic-
tures dedicated to the subject of the
navy were at the centre of the exhibi-
tion, with the focus placed on ‘peace-

keeping missions’. As part of the ope-
ning, the artists Mr Marcelo da Cunha
(Associate Member), Ms Maria Go-
ret Chagas (Scholarship Holder), Mr
Daniel Rodrigo Ferreira da Silva
(Scholarship Holder) and Ms Eusu-
clemia Rufino Vieira (Scholarship
Holder) provided painting demonstra-
tions.

Mr Marcelo da Cunha (Associate Member), seen here
with a participant from the Marine Corps.

Mr Daniel Rodrigo Ferreira da Silva (Scholarship
Holder) showcasing his work on display.

Numerous mouth and foot painters from Brazil attended the opening of the exhibition in Rio de Janeiro. The
show featured works by a total of 27 artists.
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Exhibition in Brazil

The artists’ delight at the presentation of their works
is evident here. 

Mr João Paulo da Silva Fontenele (Scholarship Holder)
in front of his painting on the theme of ‘Peacekeeping
Missions’.

Mr Thiago Ribeiro Santos (Scholar-
ship Holder) at the opening.

Four Brazilian mouth and foot painters at the opening of the exhibition
in Rio de Janeiro.

The artists seized the opportunity to provide painting
demonstrations at the opening.

Mr Carlos Eduardo Fraga (Scholarship Holder) with his
escort in front of his painting.
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Exhibition in China

The three Chinese artists, Full Member Mr Jingsheng Liu (in the middle), Associate Member Mr Guofu Huang (on
the right) and Scholarship Holder Mr Xiao Feng Gui (on the left), held an exhibition together with Associate
Member Mr Jie Yang.

The painting demonstration given by the two Chinese
mouth painters present.

Foot painter Mr Xiao Feng Gui (Scholarship Holder)
during his painting demonstration.

The four Chinese artists Mr Xiao Feng Gui (Scholarship
Holder), Mr Guofu Huang (Associate Member), Mr
Jingsheng Liu (Full Member) and Mr Jie Yang (Associate
Member) staged an exhibition at the Huayan Temple of
Chongqing on 21 October 2018. This was attended by nume-
rous guests, who also watched several painting demonstra-
tions. In addition, various media outlets reported on the event.
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Triantafillos Iliadis (Full Member/Greece), ‘Christmas flower arrangement with 3 red candles’, oils, 50x35 cm.
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The significance of painting

The significance of painting as seen
by foot painter Yusuf Agus, 
Associate Member from Indonesia.

The significance of painting

Iwas born with disabilities on 20 May
1966. My short hands lack fingers,

and my right leg is shorter than it
should be, even though my left leg is
quite normal. My parents brought me
up under extremely harsh conditions.
We were living in poverty and in a
society that, in general, didn’t think in
the way we did, so we were strug-
gling.

Islowly became more confident when
I turned eight years old. This was

when I started learning to paint and
gradually understood that it was
important to paint subjects taken from
my local surroundings, simply because I
could really identify with them. This
meant I found myself increasingly able
to paint better pictures. I decided to do
my best and began painting the natu-
ral environment, flowers and animals.

In 1989, I had the opportunity to
become a Scholarship Holder of the

Association of Mouth and Foot
Painting Artists. 24 years later, in 2013,

I became an Associate Member.

For me, painting is like water which
springs from the soul, pure, without

any thoughts of religious, political and
cultural differences. Painting continues
to flow regularly in the form of real
work – and to be discovered by the

rest of the world as a message of edu-
cation, inspiration and encouragement.

Painting was one of the most impor-
tant things to become inextricably

linked with my life. I guess that’s main-
ly because it enables us to express our
feelings and ensures our ability to com-
municate with the world around us.
Without the chance to develop my pic-
tures, I would not have been able to
enjoy my life this far.

Painting also offers us plenty of
space to build the world we dream

of and for. This is true of every
medium that can be captured with the
eyes or experienced by touching. The
impression is created through the arti-
stic treatment of basic concepts inclu-
ding lines, shapes, volume, colours,
textures and lighting, with the aesthe-
tic goal of improving and developing
our point of view.

Yusuf Agus, Associate Member from Indonesia. 

Yusuf Agus (Associate Member/Indonesia), ‘Harvest’, oils, 60x90 cm.
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The significance of painting

When I think of the long, very
arduous journey I have behind

me, I feel humble and very grateful
because the combination of painting
and the VDMFK has resulted in enor-
mous change, both for me personally
and for artists all over the world.

Yusuf Agus
Associate Member / Indonesia

Agus, Yusuf (Indonesia)

Date of birth: 20 May 1966
Place of birth: Madiun
Associate Member since: 2013
Painting method: Foot painter

Yusuf Agus was born in Madiun/In-
donesia on 20 May 1966. He attended
elementary and middle school before
completing an apprenticeship in ac-

counting. Yusuf has no arms and his
right leg is seriously malformed. Ever
since early childhood he can carry out
virtually any activity through the use of
his left foot – including drawing and
painting. He has been supported by the
VDMFK as a Scholarship Holder since
1989. In 2013, he was granted Asso-
ciate Member status by the Association.

Yusuf mainly paints in oils. His preferred
motifs are flowers, still lifes and reli-
gious buildings. The pictures he paints
with his foot display great artistic talent
and constantly attract a great deal of
attention and appreciation among the
public. In this respect, he can refer to
many successful exhibitions in Indonesia
which have garnered extensive cover-
age on a number of occasions in the
media.

Yusuf Agus (Associate Member / Indonesia), ‘Penguin’, oils, 32x50 cm.

Yusuf Agus (Associate
Member/Indonesia), ‘Pink
Roses’, oils, 50x40 cm.
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Yang, Jie

Date of birth: 9 June 1971
Place of birth: Shanghai
Painting method: Mouth painter
Associate Member since: 2011

Jie Yang was born in Shanghai on 9 Ju-
ne 1971. Following a high voltage acci-
dent in 1977, he lost his right arm up to
his shoulder and left arm up to his el-
bow. In 1980, Jie began drawing and
painting with his mouth. Just one year
later, his work “Big Cockerel” won a sil-
ver prize in Japan. His education began
in 1978 when he started attending the
Shanghai Children's Welfare Institute.
From 1983 he attended primary school.
He graduated from junior school in
1986. This is where he also learned how
to sketch. He subsequently taught him-
self how to paint by mouth. The mouth
painter first received support from the
Association as a Scholarship Holder.
Since 2011, he has been an Associate

Member of the VDMFK. Jie paints in
watercolours. His preferred motifs inclu-
de animals and flowers. The mouth
painter has taken part in numerous
exhibitions held in China and won pri-
zes around the world because of the
impressive way in which he creates his
works.

New Full Member

Jie Yang will become a Full Member
of the VDMFK as of 1 March 2019.

Jie Yang (China), ‘Three rabbits around yellow bouquet in blue
vase’, watercolour, 68x69 cm.

CHINACHINA
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New Associate Member

Dubarre, Arnaud

Date of birth: 6 June 1981
Place of birth: Fontenay le Comte
Painting method: Mouth painter

Arnaud Dubarre was born in Fontenay
le Comte on 6 June 1981. He has suffe-
red from multiple ankylosis since birth,
leaving his arms and legs immobile.
From the age of one, he was cared for
by a social health facility for young chil-
dren with deficits. He learned to use his
mouth to carry out everyday tasks. His
love of painting came as soon as he
could hold a drawing pen in his mouth.
He began retracing the outlines of car-
toon characters. In 1985, he went to
primary school at the Institute of Motor
Education in Biard while at the same
time attending school in his village of Le
Rochereau. In addition, he participated
in ‘activités d’eveil’ (early-learning activi-
ties which stimulate intellectual deve-

lopment through playing with concrete
things). This is how how he learned
what school tuition among children of
his age meant. During the school holi-
days, he was in a medical care at the
Centre de St Fargeaux Ponthierry. 
In 1993, he arrived at the Centre medi-
co-scolaire in Couzeix where he conti-
nued to attend school until the third
year of grammar school. Arnaud then
entered what is known as a ‘cycle adap-
té’ class where he carried out practical
exercises. These included painting on
wood, glass, fabric, leather and other
materials accompanied by educational
support. 
In 1999, friends of the family arranged
for him to meet VDMFK President Serge
Maudet, who introduced him to his
work and the VDMFK. At the same
time, in 2000, he trained at the Institut
du Mai in Chinon in in order to be able
to live independently in an apartment,
and in 2004 he was able to settle in
Limoges. His love of painting enabled
him to discover many horizons, especi-
ally flowers, thanks to the magic of the

shapes and colours that can be besto-
wed upon them when a painter is gui-
ded by a brush and his thoughts.
Arnaud has been supported by the
Association as a Scholarship Holder
since 2001. Arnaud will become an
Associate Mem-ber of the VDMFK on 1
March 2019. 

FRANCEFRANCE

Mouth painter Arnaud Dubarre
shall become an Associate Member
of the VDMFK as of 1 March 2019.

Arnaud Dubarre (France), ‘The poppies’, Pastell, 34x30 cm.
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New Scholarship Holders

The following mouth and foot
painters shall receive support from
the Association by being awarded
scholarships effective from 1 March
2019.

Rouhollah Sedighi

Date of birth: 1 October 1988
Mouth painter

Rouhollah Sedighi was born in Afgha-
nistan on 1 October 1988. He came to
Austria at the age of 15. He lived in a
young people’s home and completed
his secondary school education.
Rouhollah then trained to become a
chef. A year after completing the cour-
se, he set up his own business and ope-
ned a shisha lounge and restaurant. In
the summer of 2015, Rouhallah fell out
of a window. Since then he has lived at
a facility for people with physical disabi-
lities in Altenhof a. H. During a rehabili-
tation stay in Bad Häring, he was given
the opportunity to try out some artistic
activities. Rouhallah found that he very
much enjoys painting and finds mea-
ning in doing so.

Kaileen Michelle Selig

Date of birth: 23 September 1991
Mouth painter

Kaileen Michelle Selig has always loved
art, but because of her physical disabili-
ty, she never knew whether it would
have a place in her life. Kaileen is 27
years old and lives in North Vancouver.
She was born and raised in Surrey,
British Columbia. At the age of two, her
parents noticed that she was not deve-
loping as well as might be expected.
They took her to the Vancouver Chil-
dren’s Hospital where she underwent
many tests and was diagnosed with a
congenital, progressive peripheral neu-

ropathy. Doctors were unable to make a
precise diagnosis of her disability.
However, she has many the same symp-
toms as spinal muscular atrophy type 2.
She is currently undergoing further tests
since research into this condition has
made significant progress over the past
24 years. Kaileen has used an electric
wheelchair since she was 8 years old.
Her disability has progressed in the
meantime and she is no longer able to
write, eat or do anything requiring the
use of hands. In 2009, she graduated
from high school and embarked on a
course of postsecondary education and
training at Douglas College and at
Kwantlen Polytechnic University. She
then chose an online web design pro-
gramme online and received a diploma
in web design and optimisation. After
graduation, she ran her own print
media and web design business from
2012 to January 2017. She was also a
technology coordinator for the non-
profit Make a Change Canada, which
offers business and tech programmes to
people with disabilities. She worked
there for almost four years during which
she acquired many valuable skills. In
spring of 2017, she moved out from her
parents’ home and moved into her own
apartment in North Vancouver. She is
on the CSIL (Choice in Supports for
Independent Living) programme and
has a 24-hour care service. Kaileen
recently had some difficulty with her
breathing, which is why she now requi-
res a BiPAP respirator. She is now trying
to improve her mouth painting skills
because it is something that she enjoys
doing. Her wonderful boyfriend Alex
has made her aware of the VDMFK and
she is very excited to see where that
road leads.

Reda Ahmed Attia Fadl

Date of birth: 20 June 1981
Mouth and foot painter

Reda Ahmed Attia Fadl was born with
malformed upper and lower limbs on
20 June 1981. His right forearm is com-
pletely missing; his left arm lacks a
hand. As a young boy, he used his
mouth to paint and draw. After his
teeth began to deteriorate as a result of
this activity, his eldest sister showed him
how to hold a pen with his shoulders,
mouth or arm. When he was eight years
old, the village teacher showed him
how he could use his foot to paint and
write. Reda spent his childhood with his
parents and relatives. His parents set
great store on him receiving a good
education. Reda is married and has a
daughter and a son. He teaches art at Al
Azhar University and is writing his doc-
toral thesis. Reda has participated in
several exhibitions and has already won
awards.

Allar Tael

Date of birth: 29 June 1983
Mouth painter

Allar Tael was born in Taali on 29 June
1983. As a boy, he loved fishing and
bike-riding. After finishing school, he
began an apprenticeship as a car
mechanic. After taking the final exami-
nation and completing his compulsory
military service, he worked as a car
mechanic at a garage in Pärnu. He loved
his work and worked at the workshop
until 2005, when he was involved in a
car accident which left him quadriple-
gic. After the accident, he learned to
operate his computer with a pen in his
mouth. The humorous magazine Pilkaja
published the funny stories he had writ-
ten. He met the Scholarship Holder
Melis Luks in the spring of 2017. This
meeting made Allar become aware of

New Scholarship Holders

EGYPTEGYPT
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mouth painting and he began watching
videos on the internet. On 4 June 2017,
he took a blank piece of paper for the
first time and set out on his first
attempts at painting. He learned
through his mistakes and improved with
the help of the internet. And so pain-
ting became his new vocation. Nature is
where Allar finds the inspiration for his
pictures, which he draws with crayons.

Jocelyne Hautbois

Date of birth: 8 May 1969
Mouth painter

Jocelyne Hautbois was born in Beau-
préau on 8 May 1969. She is the ninth
of 10 siblings. Her parents, a farmer and
a livestock breeder, lived modestly on a
farm three kilometres from Chapelle
Saint Florent. She attended primary
school and then went to the college of
Saint Peter Montlimart. She continued
her studies at the La Providence high
school in Cholet where she received a
certificate for vocational training in the
field of commerce ('BEP') and a certifi-
cate for professional competence as an
office worker ('CAP'). Jocelyne has been
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. She
gave birth to her children Chloé and
Johan in 1996 and 1998. In 1998,
Monique – one of her cousins – offered
her the opportunity to take group les-
sons. She happily went there to sketch
and to play with shadows and light in
order to capture wonders of nature in
oil paintings. Bernadette Coiffard, who
runs the shop ‘Chat perché’ in Saint
Christophe La Coup, introduced her to
3D painting. She took to it with a pas-
sion! Once she had entered the
Résidence Yolaine de Kepper, she felt
encouraged and inspired by her sur-
roundings and began painting by
mouth under the direction of Léone
Delaunay.

Samaneh Ehsani Nia

Date of birth: 7 May 1984
Mouth painter

Samaneh Ehsani Nia was born in
Ghaen/Iran on 7 May 1984. Before the
car accident which led to her becoming
disabled, she was interested in art,
photography, theatre and Moaragh, a
kind of Persian marquetry. She lived in a
nursing home for a long time after the
accident. Despite her many health pro-
blems, she accepted her new condition
and she began her education in the
social sciences in 2007. Together with
her artist friends, she began painting
with her mouth in 2008. In 2012,
Samaneh began attending academic
painting classes under Hadi Taghizadeh
and Mahmood Hosseini. By 2018 she
had already held four solo exhibitions.
In 2011 she left the hospice and retur-
ned home to her parents. With their
support, she prepared herself over the
course of three years to live independ-
ently. Samaneh also pursues other cul-
tural activities such as writing poems.
She is a member of the management
board of the Children of Rain theatre
company for the disabled.

Mara Fantin

Date of birth: 19 April 1974
Mouth painter

Mara Fantin was born in Camposam-
piero on 19 April 1974. At her birth, she
was diagnosed with spastic dystonic
tetraparesis with a speech disorder.
Essentially, this means that she moves
around in a wheelchair and suffers
many dystonic attacks that do not allow
her to manage without outside help or
to speak fluently. Mara has always felt
especially passionate about painting,
even if her hands have never allowed
her to use a brush. At an exhibition, she
had the opportunity to look at and
study pictures created by mouth and
foot painting artists. She was deeply
impressed by a painting demonstration
given by a mouth painter and dreamed
of doing the same. After a few at-
tempts, Mara managed to pick up and
hold the handle of the paintbrush her
the teeth and hold it. On days when she
has fewer dystonic attacks, she mana-
ges to express the art that she feels insi-
de her. She is always very pleased when
she finishes one of her nature and
landscape pictures.

Kaori Mushika

Date of birth: 2 February 1999
Mouth painter

Kaori Mushika was born prematurely in
Aichi Prefecture on 2 February 1999.
When she was four months old, a doc-
tor found she was unable to move her
arms or legs. Kaori was diagnosed with
Arthrogryposis multiplex congenita. She
received special remedial support at pri-
mary school for six years. Subsequently,
she attended classes at a school for
disabled children in Hokusei-Kirara Ga-
kuenn. After leaving school, she found

New Scholarship Holders
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work in a nursing home. She has an
official Level Three computer certificate.
Kaori operates the PC with a pen which
she holds in her mouth. Her work inclu-
des designing brochures for events as
well as entering working hours in a
spreadsheet as well as other activities.
She has been interested in design and
painting ever since she was a child. As a
high school student, she drew pictures
and designed patterns with the aid of
her smartphone. In 2016, she participa-
ted in the competition for the logo of
the 42nd G7 summit (Ise-Shima sum-
mit) and won an award. Last year, a
supervisor at an exhibition in Yokkaichi
City, where she now lives, alerted her to
the Association. If the Association sup-
ports her as a Scholarship Holder, she
hopes that she will be able to become
independent in the future. She con-
stantly practices drawing at the current
time. The VDMFK supports her and has
provided her with painting utensils.
Although she has not yet acquired
enough experience in drawing yet, she
wants to become an artist with a lot of
ideas, who learns even harder and who
can paint using different techniques.

Maria Dolores
Jauregui Lechuga

Date of birth: 5 April 1992
Mouth painter

Maria Dolores Jauregui Lechuga was
born in Yahualica de Gonzales Gallo,
Jalisco on 5 April 1992. She is the first
daughter from the marriage of Heladio
Jauregui and Domitila Lechuga. She was
born with cerebral palsy, without being
able to move her hands and with com-
plications while walking. She has two
younger brothers. Her mother treats her
in exactly the same way as her other
children and enrolled them at J. Jesus de
Mexticacan kindergarten where they
stayed for five years. She spent three
years at the special school in Yahualica.
Maria Dolores later attended a further
special school. She remained there until
the 4th grade of primary school.

Psychologist Gilberto noted her potenti-
al and suggested she ought to go to a
normal school, which is what she did.
Maria Dolores finished primary school
and began attending Technical High
School No. 23. After each semester she
achieved one of the top places and she
is very proud of her efforts and achieve-
ments. After entering the Mexticacan
High School she became interested in
drawing and painting. She had planned
to study. One day the Principal of the
Mexicacan High School introduced her
to a painter who also painted with her
mouth, Carmen Nuño Sánchez, who
told her about the Association of
Mouth and Foot Painting Artists and
who invited Maria Dolores to her home.
Thanks to Carmen, Maria Dolores came
across the VDMFK. Carmen has been
teaching Maria Dolores since 17 July
2013. Her first exhibition with the
VDMFK painters in San Juan de los
Lagos was held on 20 November 2013.
There, she met publisher Raquel
Hernandez. On 21 November 2016, she
had the opportunity to talk to Raquel
and inform her about her progress in
painting and drawing. On 10 June
2017, she held a little solo exhibition at
the secondary school, for which she
was awarded a trophy.

Jorge Ignacio López Rayo

Date of birth: 3 January 1960
Mouth painter

Jorge Ignacio López Rayo was born in
Guadalajara, Jalisco, on 3 January 1960.
His father Crispin Lopez Contreras and
his mother Felicitas Ravo Suarez have
nine children. Jorge Ignacio attended
Porfirio Cortes Silva Primary School,
Urbana 225. After that, he had to go
out and work. Poverty was always pre-
sent in his family. They had to share the
house with other families. At the age of
17, Jorge Ignacio decided to go to the
United States to work in the city of San
Francisco with his brother, who lived
there. Jorge Ignacio stayed there for
two years. At the age of 19, he returned
to the city of Guadalajara with the idea
of opening a laminate and paint shop,
but a few days before his 20th birthday

he had a car accident which left him a
quadriplegic. This difficult time was fil-
led with pains. Thanks to his mother, he
was able to overcome them. Five years
ago, he met Edgar Vazquez, who is also
a quadriplegic. Edgar Vazquez introdu-
ced him to Saul López Montanez, an
artist with the Association of Mouth
and Foot Painting Artists. At the mee-
ting with Saul López, he could see how
he painted beautiful pictures with his
mouth. After that meeting, he enrolled
at Angel Carranza school in San Pedro
Tlaquepaque which teaches plastic arts,
crafts and trades. He is very happy sim-
ply to create something beautiful
through painting. 

Martha Olivas Torres

Date of birth: 15 December 1983
Mouth painter

Martha Olivas Torres is 33 years old. She
was born with cerebral palsy in Mexico
City on 15 December 1983. She has
three brothers. She did not have a suffi-
cient supply of oxygen when she was
born, so she was not breathing or cry-
ing, and her body was purple. For 13
days she received intensive care and
was fed via an intravenous drip. Doctors
told her mother that she would need
special care. After 8 months at the
Tabasco Rehabilitation Centre, her
parents were informed that she had an
infantile cerebral palsy of the spastic
athetosis type. A psychologist recom-
mended to her mother that she read a
book by Gabriela Brimmer, a young
woman with cerebral palsy. From then
on, her mother became curious and
wondered whether her daughter could
study as Brimmer had done. At the age
of four-and-a-half, Martha began atten-
ding the school for special education at
preschool level. Then she attended
secondary school, where she wrote with
her mouth. She left secondary school
with good grades and continued with a
preliminary study course at Jose
Vasconcelos. Special education teachers
helped her complete both secondary
school and the preliminary course. In
2002, she attended university at the
Instituto Tecnológico Superior Sinaloa
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and studied engineering and telecom-
puting, graduating with an ‘honourable
mention’. A year later, she studied for a
bachelor’s degree in Educational
Psychology at the same institution;
some time later, she completed the
pedagogical level; and she also obtai-
ned several diplomas after completing
courses in computer science and educa-
tion. Martha worked together with two
local newspapers. She had always been
fond of painting did not have the time
to develop her painting skills further
because of her studies. Martha visited
the artist Bias Hernández and asked him
to give her painting lessons. From that
moment on, she became aware of how
much she likes painting. It is an activity
that relaxes and soothes her.

María Trinidad Murillo
Herrera

Date of birth: 1 June 1958
Foot painter

María Trinidad Murillo Herrera was born
without arms in Huimanguillo, Tabasco
on 1 June 1958. It wasn't until she was
ten that she started walking because
her feet were at knee height. Her moth-
er started massaging them. Little by litt-
le, she started crawling by herself and
so she learned to walk. Gradually, her
thoughts opened, and she began carry-
ing out routine tasks with her feet. Her
parents then sent her to school, where
the teacher showed her father how she
could hold a pen. She wanted to study
silkscreen printing but received no sup-
port until a cousin invited her to
Guadalajara, Jalisco. There she met
Ixmael Martinez Ibarra. He told her that
he painted with his mouth because he
could not move his arms. After inviting
her to his home, he said he thought
that she could also paint with her feet
or mouth. So it was that she gradually
started painting. She was accepted as a
painting student at the Cabanas
Cultural Institute in Guadalajara. She
improved by the day. Despite her disabi-
lity, she sees her life as that of a normal
person. 

Edgar Vázquez Martín del
Campo

Date of birth: 22 January 1974
Mouth painter

Edgar Vázquez Martín del Campo was
born in the city of Guadalajara, Jalisco,
on 22 January 1974. He is the third of
six siblings. His childhood was not easy
because of his parents’ separation. He
liked sports such as football and swim-
ming as well as many other games. His
preparation for primary school took
place at the nursery school Francisco
Silva Romero in Colonia Jardines de la
Paz. His first lessons were at City School
210 in Colonia Las Aguilas, Zapopan.
When he was 13, his father decided to
move to Chihuahua, though only for a
year. Edgar lived with an aunt and
attended the first year of secondary
school. At the age of 17, on 24 March
1991, he went to Lake Chapala which
was where he had his accident. He saw
a van lying in the lake and decided to
get on the back of the vehicle with his
cousin and friends. While they were
playing, a kind of nail was thrown at
him and hit him. He suffered a violent
blow at the bottom of the lower jaw as
a result. At that moment, he was no
longer able to move his limbs. He star-
ted sinking in the water. His cousin and
friends immediately got him out of the
water. They took him to the Red Cross
and from there he was taken to the out-
patients’ clinic of the public hospital in
Gudalajara. The next day he was trans-
ferred to the Beata Margarita hospital,
where he underwent surgery. He had
suffered a lesion of the C5 vertebra on
his spinal cord. After that, he had pneu-
monia and was intubated for several
days. Later he had two more opera-
tions. This was eventually followed by
rehabilitation at the DIF medical centre
and at home. Much has changed in his
life and that of his parents since then.
His parent’s financial situation worse-
ned. Living at home also became more
complicated and the family had to go
and live with their relatives. Edgar then
had the opportunity to attend the
Instituto Cultural del Sol, where he took
a diploma course in graphic drawing

and an introductory course in Microsoft
Office and PC maintenance. He began
looking for work which involved desi-
gning business cards, logos and trip-
tychs, etc. Given his limited options,
Edgar wanted to work from home. He
then met Saúl López, a VDMFK
Scholarship Holder, in an IMSS hospital
at which they both had doctor’s appo-
intments. Saúl told Edgar about the
Association of Mouth and Foot Painting
Artists and about the requirements and
benefits of being a VDMFK Scholarship
Holder. He showed him some of his pic-
tures. Edgar later saw Saúl López in an
interview and recognised him again. He
got in touch with him and Saul invited
him to his house. He gave Edgar the
opportunity to use his material and
taught him to paint with his mouth.
From that moment on, Edgar decided to
learn mouth painting. He went looking
for a school where he could attend
painting classes. One day, while wat-
ching Canal C7 Jalisco, he heard of an
art school. He enrolled at the art school
Excuela de Arte Plasticas Artesanias y
Oficios Angel Carranza. The teacher
Coffeen gave him painting lessons. This
cultural centre is located in San Pedro
Tlaquepaque, Jalisco. Edgar feels very
pleased to be there.

Rodolfo Zavala Botello

Date of birth: 1 April 1963
Mouth painter

Rodolfo Zavala Botello was born in
Mexico City in 1963. He is the second of
seven brothers. As a baby, he was taken
to the Children's Hospital of Mexico and
treated there for several weeks because
his arms were cold and immobile. At
the age of six, he was taught how to
use a typewriter with his feet at the
same hospital. He went to primary
school at the age of seven and, with the
support of his teacher, completed his
primary education. While continuing his
medical treatments at the Mexico City
Medical Center, he would accompany
his father to his work in the afternoons.
Rodolfo loves reading books, classical

Continued on page 20
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works by various authors as well as poe-
try, and started learning some of them
off by heart in his youth. He also likes
listening to music from the Federal state
of Michoacán. He knows several
museums and has visited art exhibitions.
He later worked with his brother
Francisco at a printing house, where he
provided information about printing
jobs and passed on prices to customers.
He has a 22-year-old son, Luis. He sepa-
rated from his wife 12 years ago. At the
moment his son is with him and they
live in the same room. Luis receives sup-
port from his father in many things.
Before he became aware of the VDMFK,
Rodolfo was already creating pencil dra-
wings with his mouth. He met Miguel
Angel López Tinoco, a mouth painter,
on 25 April 2016. Miguel Angel invited
him to attend painting classes under
Professor Alejandro Valentin. He has
been taught by this teacher for over a
year. Rodolfo is currently taking courses
in oil painting. He has already taken
part in an exhibition at which he recei-
ved an award.

Unaloto Kitala Ki Masunu

Date of birth: 19 March 1984
Mouth painter

Unaloto Kitala Ki Masunu was born in
Nuku’alofa, in the Kingdom of Tonga,
on 19 March 1984. He already display-
ed a great interest in art during his
childhood. In December 1999, at the
age of 15, he broke his cervical spine at
the C5/C6 level in a swimming accident.
This accident completely upended his
life. Fortunately, he was moved to New
Zealand for rehabilitation after a year of
therapy at the local hospital. During his
time at the spinal rehab department, he
met some unique people who had sha-
red the same fate. To live out his passion
for art, he decided to attend the mouth
painting classes. Unaloto has taken art
lessons since 2016. He enjoys them very
much. In addition, he is a member of
the Tongan ‘Good Samaritan for The
Disabled’ trust.

Gregor Janežic

Date of birth: 31 August 1982
Mouth painter

Gregor Janežic was born in Celje on 
31 August 1982. Before his accident on
3 August 1998, he was a gifted footbal-
ler and was selected to play in goal. His
accident occurred while he was out
swimming with his colleagues and jum-
ped off a jetty into shallow water, as a
result of which he injured his cervical
vertebra at the C3-C4 level. He has been
confined to the wheelchair ever since. As
a member of the Paraplegia Association
of Southwest Stajerska, Gregor started
attending various meetings and meeting
new friends. At one such gathering he
met Vojko Gašperut and Benjamin Žni-
daršic and was very impressed by their
mouth paintings. As a result, he also
tried painting with his mouth at home,
first with the aid of YouTube videos and
later on the basis of further tips which
received from the artist Severina Trost-
Progard. He exhibited eight of his pain-
tings at the invitation of the Rotaract
Club Celje and received the ‘promising
young painter’ award.

Natalia Chinchilla Maroto

Date of birth: 3 October 1992 
Mouth painter

Natalia Chinchilla Maroto was born in
Medina del Campo (Valladolid) on 3
October 1992. She suffers from muscu-
lar dystrophy and is therefore unable to
use her hands and feet. Natalia taught
herself to paint, and particularly enjoys
depicting colourful landscapes.
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Bruno González González

Date of birth: 27 March 2002
Painting method: Mouth painter

Bruno González González was born in
Santa Cruz de Tenerife on 27 March
2002. He suffers from spastic parapare-
sis. This prevents him from using his
hands and feet. He started painting
with his mouth when he was eight
years old. He has attended a painting
workshop since 2013. Bruno loves dra-
wing animals.

Amalia Salla

Date of birth: 31 July 1984 
Mouth painter

Amalia Salla was born in Barcelona on
31 July 1984. She has liked creative wri-
ting, music and crafts ever since she
was a child. Amalia has learned to play
several instruments, such as the piano,
guitar and flute. She studied fine arts at
the University of Barcelona, specialising
in education. She graduated from uni-
versity in 2006. In December 2016, she
lost part of her arms in a train accident.
Amalia began painting with her mouth
during the time she spent in hospital.
Drawing and painting make her feel at
peace in the world. She likes to paint
with watercolours. These allow her
more independence, because to paint
with acrylics or oil, she needs someone
to help her open the paint tubes or
clean the brushes.

Antoine René Leisi

Date of birth: 3 April 1965
Mouth painter

Antoine René Leisi was born in Gren-
chen in the canton of Solothurn on 
3 April 1965. He spent his childhood in
the canton of Ticino, where he was able
to admire many landscapes. He started
riding a bike at the age of ten. As a
schoolboy, he took part in bike races on
the street. Unfortunately, however, he

had to make an important decision at
the age of 19. He chose the ‘safer’
option of working because his parents
could not afford to finance a career in
sports. At the age of 20, after he had
completed his compulsory schooling
and apprenticeship, he graduated as a
car panel beater. After spending a year
at the Alphia car body company in
Balerna, he moved and found work in
German-speaking Switzerland in Sursee
in the canton of Lucerne. The Lanz &
Marti company took him on as a panel
beater for trucks, but after five months
the work was changed, and he was
employed as a fitter of metal equip-
ment. He liked and felt satisfied with
this job. In 1989 he also worked at the
new Swiss Rehabilitation Centre in
Nottwil as a metal construction engi-
neer. Unfortunately, he was involved in
a car accident on 27 January 1991 and
was left a quadriplegic due to a lesion
of the vertebra at the C4/C5/C6 levels.
In 1995 he read a book by Joni
Eareckson Tada, a woman with quadri-
plegia and a mouth painter, and began
painting while lying prone in his hospi-
tal bed. For him, painting is a therapy in
which his mind dives into a dimension
of colours and journeys. He chooses
colours based on his mood without
thinking about the content or shapes.
He paints on canvas or sheets of paper
and lets himself be guided by the brush
he holds in his mouth, and through the
channel of physically expressing the
emotions and feelings of his state of
mind.

Prommapat
Chordsiradarnant

Date of birth: 27 June 1996 
Mouth painter

Prommapat Chordsiradarnant was born
congenital joint stiffness (arthrogryposis
multiplex congenita) in Chiang Rai,
Thailand, on 27 June 1996. He under-
went multiple operations as an infant
and was confined to a wheelchair by
the age of seven. Since his father was a
police officer and was frequently trans-
ferred to a new post, the family often
had to move, which made life quite dif-
ficult for Prommapat. He already felt the
urge to paint at the age of three, and,
because he had no other option, tried
to hold the brush with his mouth. And
so he learned to paint. The family
moved again when he was nine years
old and Prommapat attended a school
for disabled children in northern
Thailand. At school, he had the oppor-
tunity to express himself through sin-
ging and art. He became a singer in the
school band and won an art competi-
tion. After completing his bachelor's
degree, he has now started on a
master’s degree in Fine Arts at Chiang
Mai University.
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Chloe Wilkes

Date of birth: 9 June 1998
Mouth painter

Chloe Wilkes is 20 years old. At the age
of 18 months she was diagnosed with
the disease transverse myelitis. When
she was five years old, her family and
friends gave her painting utensils, and
so she started painting. She grew up in
Newcastle-under-Lyme and is the
second eldest of five other siblings.
Chloe left home and now lives in Stoke-
on-Trent. From the age of five she has
attended art classes at Blackfriars
School, where she studied from primary
school to college. At the moment, she
goes to art class once a week. Her art-
work has been exhibited for a charity
organisation, the Donna Louise Trust.
Chloe uses painting to express passion,
feelings and moods and enjoys working
with this medium. She finds that pain-
ting gives her joy and relaxation. It also
provides her with the opportunity to be
creative and to use her imagination for
a good cause.

Fedir Romanov

Date of birth: 25 September 1989 
Mouth painter

Fedir Romanov was born in Sarata in
1989. He has been disabled in his hands
and legs since birth. Fedir grew up in an
orphanage because his parents rejected
him after he was born. He then con-
tracted leukaemia. He started painting
during his 2-year stay in hospital. After
winning the battle against leukaemia,
he began studying at university. It was
here that he met his wife. It was at this
time that his wife fell ill. Fedir dropped
out of university to be with her in hospi-
tal. He and his wife now have a won-
derful, young daughter. When war
broke out, they were living near
Donetsk and had to flee. Now they live
in a small village near Chernigov and
Fedir has started painting once again.
He wants to dedicate his life to pain-
ting.

Glen Dick

Date of birth: 31 July 1969 
Mouth painter

Glen Dick has always loved nature and
drawing. He graduated with a degree in
landscape architecture from Temple
University in 1994. In 1995, Glen broke
his neck at the C4/5 level and was para-
lysed from the chest down. After his
accident, he taught himself to paint
with his mouth. He finds comfort in
nature and rejoices in the wonder he
sees in his daughter's eyes. As a sup-
porter of disability education, he also
published his first children’s book this
year with the title ‘We can go anywhe-
re: My adventures on Dad's chair’. Glen
was born and raised in Doylestown, PA.
He now lives in Chalfont, PA, with his
wife and 8-year-old daughter.

New Scholarship Holders
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In this section we are honoured to
introduce you to mouth and foot
painters who have rendered out-
standing services to the VDMFK in
the course of its over 60-year histo-
ry. This time we present the former
Board Member Elof Lundberg from
Sweden.

Member of the VDMFK Board Elof
Lundberg passed away on 4 April 1986.
He was first appointed to the VDMFK
Managing Board in 1971 when he was
elected at the Delegates’ Convention in
Barcelona. Elof was born paralysed in
both arms on 28 June 1917. He learned
to write and carry out important tasks
with his mouth. His artistic inclinations
led him to music and to painting. Elof
took singing lessons while attending
several art colleges at the same time in
Stockholm. His works are characterised
by three main styles: boldly coloured,
expressive still lifes and figures; gentle,
balanced still lifes in pastel shades
which clearly display the influence of
Cubism, and abstract compositions with

more muted tones and strongly defined
geometric designs. The constructive
power of his artistic gift emerged with
equal intensity in these different design
styles Elof was a founding member of
the Association. Through many exhibi-
tions, public gatherings meetings and
interviews on the radio and in newspa-
pers, he was skilful at raising public
awareness of disabled artists.

VDMFK personalities

Elof Lundberg from Sweden was a
Member of the VDMFK Board from
1971 to 1986.

The picture ‘Snowy houses with dwarves’ by the late Board Member Elof
Lundberg from Sweden.

The watercolour ‘Daffodils’ by the
late Board Member Elof Lundberg
from Sweden.
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Sisko Kristiina Sergejeff

Date of birth: 20 November 1960 
Passed away on: 18 October 2018 
Mouth and foot painter

Sisko Kristiina Sergejeff was born in
Finland on 20 November 1960. Sisko
worked at her own accounting firm.
She was diagnosed with AMC, arthro-
gryposis multiplex congenita, a disease
which leads to stiffening of the joints.
She had drawn and painted many pic-
tures ever since she was a young girl.
Sisko would draw with a pencil clasped
to her feet and create mouth paintings
with a paintbrush in her mouth. She
moved the mouse next to the computer
with her foot. Sisko attended the speci-
al primary school in Lohiopato and
secondary school in Oulu. After a year
off, she completed the Merikoski
Commercial College Business School, a
college for economics and commerce.
Sisko had been supported by the
VDMFK as a Scholarship Holder since
2017. Sisko Kristiina Sergejeff passed
away on 18 October 2018.

Piotr Pawłowski

Date of birth: 30 March 1966 
Passed away on: 8 October 2018 
Mouth painter

Piotr Pawłowski was born in
Legionowo, Masovia on 20 March
1966. He was paralysed by a diving
accident in 1982. Piotr attended secon-
dary school before going on to study at
the Faculty of Philosophy and Theology.
He became aware of mouth painting
through our Associate Member Jerzy
Omelczuk and set out on his journey as
a mouth painter in July 1988. He wor-
ked as a journalist for 25 years. Piotr
was also the founder and head of the
information platform for people with

various disabilities in Poland. He recei-
ved many awards, including the
Knight’s Cross of the Order of Polonia
Restituta, the Totus Award and the
Medal of the Commissioner for Civil
Rights, to name but a few. He was also
made an honorary citizen of the city of
Gdynia. Piotr had been supported by
the Association as a Scholarship Holder
since 1989. Piotr Pawłowski passed
away on 8 October 2018.

Paul Smook

Date of birth: 26 September 1954 
Passed away on: 22 June 2018 
Mouth painter

Paul Smook was born in De Booms on
26 September 1961. Paul attended the
high school in George and served two
years in the military before beginning a
carpentry apprenticeship. He then wor-
ked as a carver for three years. He con-
tinued his sculpting career at home in
Groenvlei. Shortly after, he broke his
neck in a diving accident, which left him
a quadriplegic. After six months in hos-
pital in Cape Town, he returned to live
with his parents in Groenvlei. He then
moved in to his sister in Gansbaai where
he lived from then on. Paul began pain-
ting with his mouth in December 2007.
He took private lessons with a painting
teacher with the intention of gaining
more independence through painting.
He was first awarded a scholarship by
the Association in 2009. Paul Smook
passed away on 22 June 2018.

Antonio San Juan Pérez

Date of birth: 9 May 1954 
Passed away on: 30 October 2018 
Mouth painter

Antonio Pérez San Juan was born on 9
May 1954. Antonio suffered from the
late effects of poliomyelitis acquired in
his childhood. He could not use his arms
or legs. Gradually, he began to devote
himself to mouth painting and found
great enjoyment in doing so. He taught
himself how to paint. The VDMFK first
granted him a scholarship in 2005.
Antonio Pérez San Juan passed away on
30 October 2018.

Hsi-Wen Lin

Date of birth: 17 August 1956 
Passed away on: 26 June 2018 
Mouth painter

Hsi-Wen Lin was born on 17 August
1956. He fell from a building in the
course of construction work and suffe-
red an injury which left him paralysed
from the neck downwards. His-Wen
first became aware of the possibilities
afforded by mouth painting in 1999.
Shortly afterwards he received lessons
in oil painting from our Board and Jury
Member Mr Kun-Shan Hsieh. Since the
artist’s works indicated considerable
talent, he was awarded a scholarship by
the Association as of 2003. Hsi-Wen Lin
passed away on 26 June 2018.
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Jeff Astle

Date of birth: 2 December 1973 
Passed away on: 25 August 2018 
Mouth painter

Jeff Astle was born in Nottingham on 
2 December 1973. Jeff, a mouth pain-
ter, became seriously ill when he was
fourteen months old and consequently
had to stay in hospital until he was four
years old. When discharged from the
hospital, Jeff was a C4 tetraplegic and
as such no longer able to move his arms
or legs. Once Jeff recovered, he atten-
ded the Chailey Heritage School before
transferring to the Lord Mayor Treloar
College in Alton, Hampshire, where the
mouth painter received further educa-
tion in photography and art from 1990
to 1993. Jeff was already adopted as a
VDMFK Scholarship Holder in 1993 but
decided to leave the Association for
personal reasons in 1998. However, in
2005, he decided to continue his career
as an artist and was once again awar-
ded a scholarship. Jeff Astle passed
away on 25 August 2018.

Stephen Libby

Date of birth: 16 February 1955 
Passed away on: 11 September 2018 
Mouth painter

Stephen Libby was born in Portland,
Maine on 16 February 1955. Due to a
car accident in 1984, Stephen suffered
a permanent paralysis of the upper and
lower limbs (tetraplegia at the level of
the C3-C4 cervical vertebrae) requiring
prolonged hospitalisation. He had alrea-
dy enjoyed drawing and painting in
early childhood. Unsurprisingly, he
began drawing cartoons by mouth as
part of the rehabilitation process.
Stephen taught himself to paint by
mouth. Many years later, he read about
the paralysed mouth painter Dennis
Francesconi (Full Member of the

VDMFK) in a magazine. After a phone
conversation with him, Stephen felt
inspired to switch from drawing to pain-
ting. The Association first awarded
Stephen a scholarship in 2008. Stephen
Libby passed away on 11 September
2018.

Donna Orr

Date of birth: 15 April 1962 
Passed away on: 1 September 2018 
Mouth painter

Donna Orr was born in Norfolk, UK on
15 April 1962. She first began drawing
with charcoal pencils at the age of 12.
Over the years, she experimented with
other media, including pens and ink,
pastels, graphite, crayons, airbrushes
and text markers. In 1988, Donna was
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. In
1993, her artworks were destroyed
when her basement was flooded. By
then, she was already suffering from
advanced MS. A friend of the VDMFK
inspired her by showing her artworks.
She decided to learn to paint waterco-
lours by mouth. Donna gradually made
great progress and decided to continue
painting. The VDMFK first awarded
Donna a scholarship in 2009. Donna
Orr passed away on 1 September 2018.

Dennis ‘Jack’ Stone

Date of birth: 5 February 1955 
Passed away on: 27 August 2018 
Mouth painter

Dennis ‘Jack’ Stone was born in Queens
(New York) on 5 February 1955. ‘Jack’
graduated as an engineer in architectu-
re. He was very successful and even
owned a meat processing factory. An
accident in August 1983 left him qua-
driplegic. The store was sold at the time
and he opened a butcher's shop some
years later. Still left with a lot of free
time, he developed an interest in pain-
ting. In 1989 he began his first experi-
ments and taught himself this skill.
‘Jack’ preferred to paint landscape sce-
nes. In 1996, he was accepted into the
VDMFK family as a Scholarship Holder.

Dennis ‘Jack’ Stone passed away on 
27 August 2018. 

Ítalo Violo Villalobos

Date of birth: 20 November 1961 
Passed away on: 15 September 2018 
Mouth painter

Ítalo Violo Villalobos was born on 
20 November 1961. After completing
his compulsory education and passing
his university entrance level examination
in Natural Science, he graduated in
Theo-logy at university. In 1999 Ítalo
was in-volved in a car accident which
resulted in irreversible tetraplegia (at
C4/C5). He began drawing by mouth in
June 2003. Ítalo had found his fulfil-
ment in life in painting and was always
keen to develop his painting skills still
further. The Association first awarded
him a scholarship in 2004. Ítalo Violo
Villalobos passed away on 15 Septem-
ber 2018.
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César Andrés Barcia
(Scholarship Holder)
- César Andrés Barcia participated in the
third national watercolours competition
which was held by the organisation of
Argentinian watercolour painters. As a
result, his picture was exhibited from 19
October to 20 November in Ushuaia. 
- Mouth painter César Andrés Barcia
had the honour of giving a painting de-
monstration in front of the stage as part
of a Pink Floyd tribute concert perfor-
med by the band ‘Animals’. During the
show he painted a portrait of Syd Bar-
ret, one of the founding members of
Pink Floyd. The video of this concert to-
gether with the painting demonstration
can be seen on YouTube at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ORicsoNp
NEQ.

Stjepan Perkovic
(Scholarship Holder)
- Stjepan Perkovic participated in the
Festival of Equal Opportunities which
was held for the 17th time with a wide
range of artists in Zagreb in May 2018.
He also painted in front of the visitors.

Arnaud Dubarre
(Scholarship Holder)
- Arnaud Dubarre held four solo exhibi-
tions in the first half of 2018. These
took place in Savenay from 2 to 4 May,
in Bretigny sur Orge on 1 June, in Sau-
mur from 7 to 8 June and in Les Her-
biers on 9 June. In addition, the mouth
painter also took part in several joint
exhibitions.

Lars Höllerer
(Full Member)
- Mouth painter Lars Höllerer staged an
exhibition at the ‘Internationaler
Bodensee Club’, an association of artists
from around Lake Constance, in Über-
lingen from 2 to 30 September 2018.
This venue is in a little but well-frequen-
ted castle. Consequently, the exhibition
attracted great interest among visitors
and the media.

Günther Holzapfel
(Full Member)
- To celebrate Mouth and Foot Painting
Artists’ Day, Günther Holzapfel held an
exhibition which was principally atten-
ded by the inhabitants of the surroun-
ding communities of Hunderdorf. It
took place at Raiffeisenbank Hunder-
dorf on 5 and 7 September and met
with an extremely gratifying response.
For the competition he selected his
work “Gewitterstimmung an der Donau
– Thundery mood on the Danube”, sin-
ce this motif appears to be a good
reflection of where the visitors were
from, Günther said.

Markus Kolp
(Associate Member)
- Markus Kolp displayed four of his
works at a joint exhibition staged by the
Schwabmünchen Art Society, which
was held from 27 July to 26 August
2018. This show comprised works by
the 55 members belonging to this asso-
ciation.

- The three Indonesian artists Yusuf
Agus (Associate Member), Sabar Su-
badri (Associate Member) and Faisal
Rusdi (Scholarship Holder) took part
in the Borderless Festival held at the
Indonesian National Gallery in Jakarta.
Organised by the Indonesian Ministry of
Education and Culture, this event was
opened by Restu Gunawan, Director of
Art at the Ministry of Education and
Culture, on 12 October 2018. The three
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VDMFK Board Member Tom Yendell selected a highly special motif. On 21 June,
the day of the summer solstice, he went to the Stonehenge site in order to paint it
at dawn. He set out at 2 o’clock in the morning in order to arrive there in good
time. The media were eager to capture this “painting demonstration”.
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artists also participated in the painting
workshop. Their pictures were exhibited
at the gallery until 29 October 2018.

Muhammad Amanatullah
(Scholarship Holder)
- Muhammad Amanatullah had the
honour of exhibiting his works in the
Tridharma building from 21 to 29 July
2018. The art exhibition was held to
celebrate the anniversary of the PT
Petrokimia Gresik fertilizer company.
The show explored the theme of bring-
ing people together.

Sabar Subadri
(Associate Member) 
- From 13 to 15 July 2018, Sabar Su-
badri participated in the Salatiga Expo
2018 which was organised by the
Salatiga city authority. Together with
other artists’ communities, he rented a
stand to exhibit artworks and perform
painting demonstrations. The mayor of
Salatiga visited the stand at the opening
ceremony. On this occasion, he present-
ed a painting of his portrait which was
accepted with deep appreciation. 
- Sabar Subadri was honoured by the
city of Salatiga for the support he has
given to urban development through
the construction and management of
the art gallery in the city. The mayor of
the city of Salatiga personally presented
him with the award in the Culture and
Tourism category. 

Machiko Morita
(Full Member) 
- Machiko Morita held a solo exhibition
entitled ‘Heart’ at the Chayamachi gal-
lery in Osaka from 8 to 13 February
2018. She presented 51 of her works at
the show. In addition, she used this
exhibition to give demonstrations of her
mouth painting. She exhibited the same
works at the Takarazuka gallery in the
Hyogo prefecture from 19 to 26 Febru-
ary 2018. 

Kahoru Yamaguchi
(Scholarship Holder) 
- Kahoru Yamaguchi held a solo exhibi-
tion at the Ponte gallery in Kanazawa
City from 21 to 27 May 2018. She exhi-
bited forty of her works at the show
and gave foot painting demonstrations.
Kahoru staged another solo exhibition
at the Doux Art Gallery in Tokyo from
25 February to 2 March.

Rosa María de Guadalupe
Escalante (Scholarship Holder)

- Rosa María de Guadalupe Escalante
can look back on the publication of her
book entitled Alas y Sueños (Wings and

Dreams). In this book she emphasises
that the things people wish to achieve
can be achieved when there is a ‘why’
in life and that all kinds of obstacles can
be overcome. As she writes: “We all
have a disability, either from birth or
one which has befallen us, one which
should not be imposed. We need to use
the word pathos with its definition of
passion and not pain. Let go, fly and
leave your chains behind.”

Julius Tongco
(Scholarship Holder)
- Julius Tongco was selected to be the
official delegate of the Philippine Visual
Arts Festival which was held in the pro-
vince of Bohol. The event was staged as
an art exhibition and took place at the
Island City Mall in Tagbilaran City from
22 to 25 July 2018. In addition, on 
22 July 2018 he was declared one of
the winners of the ‘Governor’s Awards’.
Among the five winners, he was the
only one in the visual arts category.

Jerzy Galos
(Scholarship Holder) 
- On 24 October 2018, Jerzy Galos held
an exhibition at the ‘Salt City’ cultural
and entertainment centre in Wieliczka
on 24 October 2018. Numerous guests
attended the vernissage. Jerzy Galos
exhibited 20 of his oil paintings at this
event.

Agnieszka Maria Sapinska
(Scholarship Holder)
- Agnieszka Maria Sapińska held a solo
exhibition in Stryków on 3 August
2018.

- Danish artist Ann Lund Wahlberg
(Full Member) travelled to China from
13 to 22 September at the invitation of
the Danish Consulate in Guangzhou,
which was celebrating its 20th anniver-
sary. During her stay she gave several
painting demonstrations and talks in
schools. A highlight of the visit, how-
ever, was the exhibition which she held
together with the Chinese mouth and
foot painter Guofu Huang (Associate
Member). This exhibition centred on
the theme of the international ex-
change of people with disabilities.

CHINA/DENMARKCHINA/DENMARK

Continued on page 28
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- At the invitation of the director, the
three artists Vojko Gašperut (Full
Member), Željko Vertelj (Scholarship
Holder) and Benjamin Žnidarsic (Full
Member) visited the Kocevje old peo-
ple’s home on 20 April 2018. In addition
to the residents, the director also invited
elementary school students to take part
in a painting workshop. Some volun-
teers also took part in the exercise.
Under the guidance of Benjamin Žnidar-
šic, children created colourful paintings
along with working therapists, volun-
teers and elderly people. 

- The artists Vojko Gašperut (Full
Member), Tina Pavlovic (Scholarship
Holder), Dragica Sušanj (Scholarship
Holder) and Benjamin Žnidaršic (Full
Member) took part in a workshop in
Croatia from 13 to 22 June 2018. The
painters were trained in various techni-
ques: acrylic and oil on canvas, water-
colours, tempera and pencil drawing.
They created depictions of the coastal
landscape, still lifes and portraits. Their
works were exhibited on the terrace of
the ‘Paraplegic House’. Passers-by 
showed great interest in the artists’
works and were impressed. 

Benjamin Žnidaršic
(Full Member)
- On the occasion of his 59th birthday,
Benjamin Žnidaršic held his 41st solo

exhibition at the premises of the
Association for Persons with Disabilities
in Zagreb. Previously, Benjamin had held
his 40th solo exhibition at the Ljudska
adult education centre on 8 June 2018.
In the cultural programme, members of
the Norma 7 group from Bury recited
Benjamin's poems and read passages of
his prose.

Neja Zrimšek Žiger
(Scholarship Holder)
- Scholarship holder Neja Zrimšek Žiger
(born 1999) successfully completed her
secondary school education by passing
her final examinations in June 2018.
She achieved the distinction ‘Diamond
Graduate’ which is the highest achieve-
ment a high school student can aspire
to. Neja has now enrolled in psychology
at the University of Ljubljana. The
VDMFK office congratulates her on her
success and wishes her all the best in
her upcoming studies.

- The two artists Jin Joo Kim (Scholar-
ship Holder) and Myoung Ki Kim
(Full Member) attended a joint exhibi-
tion at the Korea International Exhibi-
tion & Convention Center in Goyang
from 3 to 7 October 2018. This was a
very big exhibition: around 450 artists
took part with more than 4,000 pain-
tings on display.

Marta de Frutos Álvarez
(Scholarship Holder)
- Marta de Frutos Álvarez held a solo
exhibition at Paraplegic Hospital in
Toledo at which she presented 17 of her
mouth paintings.

- The three artists Mariam Paré (Asso-
ciate Member), Sara Jane Parsons
(Scholarship Holder) and Alana Till-
man (Scholarship Holder) held a spe-
cial exhibition in Austin, TX in Septem-
ber 2018. Under the name ‘Contours’,
the show was a celebration of the forms
and lines that make up nature: like the
shapes of a landscape or the curve of a
face.

Kaini Zhang
(Scholarship Holder)
- Kaini Zhang had the great honour of
being invited to paint a portrait of
Halimah binti Yacob, the President of
Singapore. On 19 July 2018, she pre-
sented and personally handed over the
portrait painting to the President at an
international symposium. Her work and
the presentation aroused great media
interest and offered an excellent oppor-
tunity to inform the public about the
VDMFK. 
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Shih-Feng Chen (Full Member/Taiwan), ‘Colourful masks for the New Year’, oils, 52x41 cm.
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Information from the office

Submission of originals

The office of the Association kindly
asks all artists to read and take
note of the following information.

All consignments of originals sent in to
the VDMFK are subject to inspection by
the Swiss Customs Administration
(Liechtenstein is Swiss Customs Territory
and part of the Swiss Currency and
Economic Area). Import levy is imposed
on all originals, which will be paid by
the VDMFK.
As artists constantly send their originals
to the VDMFK we have commissioned
the forwarding agency DHL Logistics
AG, Switzerland, to handle this difficult
matter.

We therefore request you to send
all your parcels containing originals
to the following address:

DHL Logistics (Schweiz) AG
DHL Freight Division
Attn. Mr. Kurt Schäpper (VDMFK)
Heldaustrasse  66
CH-9471 Buchs
SWITZERLAND

Please keep in mind the following
points when you send in your paintings:
-no framed paintings
-no passe-partouts
-no eye bolts or other hanging devices
-no oil paintings that are not dry

Please write the following information
on the reverse of your original:
- name
- country
- original title
- technique
- on sale or not on sale

With your cooperation you save us
additional correspondence and consi-
derably facilitate the work of the
VDMFK.

Please send only originals to DHL but
no correspondence, reports, photo-
graphs, catalogues, biographies, etc.

All your correspondence etc. should
be addressed solely to the:

VDMFK
Im Rietle 25
P.O. Box 818
FL-9494 Schaan
Principality of Liechtenstein
Email: vdmfk@vdmfk.li

Return of originals

Due to lack of storage we have to
return the originals to our artists from
time to time. We send back those origi-
nals that have already been reproduced
or motifs that are not needed for other
purposes any more. The VDMFK does
not need these paintings any more, so
please do not submit the returned origi-
nals again. You can use your works for
your exhibitions or sell them. However,
please take into account that the pur-
chaser does not acquire the right to
reproduce the original.
For private sales please use the form of
the VDMFK, which has to be signed by
the respective purchaser.
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Health and care

Part 4 of the ‘Health and care’ sec-
tion is by Full Member Itzhak Adir
from Israel. 

Dear friends, I was injured in 1971. I
have used an electric wheelchair

for 47 years. I am paralysed from the
shoulders down, making me a tetraple-
gic.

Fortunately, I was in an excellent
rehabilitation hospital in Israel, one

of the best in the world, where I was
taught to use a high strap. The func-
tion of the strap is to support the back
and abdomen as the muscular system
does not function in the case of people
with paralysis. In addition to suppor-
ting the back, the strap keeps pressure
away from the spine – it prevents frac-
tures and scoliosis, the body remains
upright and straight, the belt supports
the abdomen, keeps the stomach flat,
the bladder does not widen, breathing
becomes easier and the lungs work at
full power. I can safely drive my car, sit-
ting up straight and high. The strap
also protects against possible falls. 
I feel safe. 

For this reason, I recommend you try
this strap, since your quality of life

will improve in terms of good health
and maintaining a positive outward

appearance – it helps you keep a slim-
looking figure, a constant body
weight, an upright posture and a cer-
tain stability. 

On this page you can see a photo
of the strap as well as a photo

which shows me wearing the strap.
Before using it, you should consult
your physiotherapist, orthopaedic sur-
geon or doctor. You may feel a bit
uncomfortable during the first days of
use, but after a short time you will be
able to enjoy the benefits of the strap.
You are cordially invited to contact me
at any time via e-mail:
izikadir@gmail.com

I wish you all good health.

Itzhak Adir, Full Member/Israel

Would you also like to offer other
mouth and foot painters tips
about health and care?

Then don’t hesitate to send your ideas
to us at the VDMFK office. We’ll then
publish them in one of the next infor-
mation brochures.

Thank you very much

Itzhak Adir, Full Member from Israel, describing the benefits of the 
high strap.

The high strap provides Itzhak Adir
with many benefits and helps him
stay in good health.
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History of the VDMFK

Atlanta 2003:
6th artists’ convention 

For the first time in the United
States

The artists’ convention held in Atlanta,
GA from 28 April to 2 May 2003 inclu-
ded a workshop for mouth and foot
painters from Canada and the United
States. A total of 49 Full Members,
Associate Members and Scholarship
Holders met in the state capital of
Georgia. 

The artists’ convention in Atlanta had
two premieres. For the first time in the
history of the Association, mouth and
foot painters held an official meeting in
the United States. Moreover, it was the
first official meeting of mouth and foot
painters which legal consultant Dr Her-
bert Batliner was unable to attend.
However, he delivered a message of
greeting to the participating mouth and
foot painters in which he stated: “I
hope that this convention will convince
you of the importance of the existence
of our Association. Our aim is to find, in
almost all countries of the world, physi-
cally handicapped people who use their
mouths or feet to paint. In addition to
the artistic diversity which is expanded
by such a convention through the in-
volvement of teachers, this convention
has another significance: You get to

know each other better, you kindle
friendships and mutual proposals are
raised and discussed. I wish you all a
wonderful time in Atlanta and hope
that the time you spend here motivates
you still further. Above all, I hope that it
will give you the certainty, despite your
disabilities, of being a valuable member
of the community which today’s society
needs.” 

The week's highlight was the opening
of the international exhibition which
was held at the Woodruff Arts Center.
Over 130 works by artists from all five

continents were on display. Former U.S.
Vice President Mr Al Gore was present
in his capacity as an Honorary Member
of the Association and delivered the
opening address. In it, he stated: “The
exhibition you will see speaks for itself.
The quality of the artworks is amazing.
By using the word ‘amazing’, I do not
refer to the technique used; I use it in
the same way I would use the word to
describe works by artists who paint in a
traditional way. Quality speaks for itself.
In the case of these artworks you will
find an exceptionally high level of quali-
ty, which – and I think you will agree
with me on this – speaks for itself in
each and every detail.” 

The VDMFK also continued the tradition
of the workshop at this artists’ conven-
tion. Touching on this point, Managing
Director Franz Moosleithner declared: “I
hope that the workshop met with your
expectations and that you have all
benefited greatly from the teachers. I
strongly believe that such workshops
offer an ideal way for you to build up
your painting skills. On the one hand,
they enable you to expand or deepen
your knowledge through the guidance
of professional teaching staff. On the
other, you also have the opportunity to
exchange ideas with colleagues.”

During the opening of the exhibition a painting demonstration was held
at which Board Member Mr Kun-Shan Hsieh (on the left) showcased his
skills in front of the former Vice President of the United States, Mr Al
Gore.

At the vernissage, Full Member Mr Robert Thome, mouth painter from
the USA (on the left), had the honour of presenting the former Vice
President of the United States, Mr Al Gore, a portrait.



33

P
U
B
L
IS

H
IN

G
 H

O
U
S
E
S

Robert Rycroft (Full Member/USA), ‘Bunny hiding between tulips in full bud’ , watercolour, 40x30 cm.
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Publishers’ activities

- The publishing house in Croatia ope-
ned an exhibition of Croatian mouth
and foot painters at the Salus company
on 9 November 2018. Thirty works by
five Croatian artists were on display.
The following Scholarship Holders at-
tended the event: Maria-Kristina
Božicevic, Marija Glavicic-Pocuc,
Alen Kasumovic, Stjepan Perkovic
and Goran Radic. The exhibition was
opened by Manda Kneževic, President
of the Croatian Paraplegic and Tetra-
plegic Association.

- The publishing house in Poland pres-
ented works by its artists at a joint exhi-
bition staged at a cultural centre in
Rzeszów. Most of the forty pictures on
display comprised new works by Polish
mouth and foot painters. The exhibition
revealed great stylistic diversity. The ex-
hibition was opened on 19 November
2018 and closed on 30 November
2018. Taking part in the vernissage
were Stanisław Kmiecik (Full Mem-
ber), Jerzy Omelczuk (Full Member),
Walery Siejtbatałow (Full Member),
Teresa Frys (Scholarship Holder),
Mikołaj Kastelik (Scholarship Hol-

der) and Bartosz Ostałowski (Scho-
larship Holder). Various artists were
pleased to use the opportunity afforded
by the opening to give painting demon-
strations.

- The publishing house in France held its
traditional workshop in Le Croisic from
24 to 30 June 2018. Taking part were
the Scholarship Holders Messaoud
Belabbas, Brigitte Burot, Nathalie
Dorchat, Arnaud Dubarre, Daniel
Lapeyre, Annick Leclerc, Emmanuel
le Floch, Christophe Maillard,
Michaël Marseille, Joseph Martins,
Christine Minet and Marcel Rossé.
They received tuition and guidance
from VDMFK President Serge Maudet
and Fabien Renault. The workshop
aimed to show the participants how to

create a still life with geometric shapes
and how to use the right techniques to
paint watercolours. 

- From 9 to 11 July 2018, the publishing
house in France held a small exhibition
during the convention of the Interna-
tional Society of Physical and Rehabili-
tation Medicine at the Palais des
Congrès in Paris. VDMFK President Ser-
ge Maudet used the opportunity to give
painting demonstrations and field ques-
tions asked by congress participants.

- On 26 September 2018, the publis-
hing house in Slovenia opened an exhi-
bition based on the theme ‘Through
Slovenia to Ljubljana by Paintbrush'.
The show was staged at the city hall of

Ljubljana and exuded a special charm by
virtue of being held under the arcades
of the old building. The exhibition was
opened by the city mayor, Zoran
Jankovic. By way of gratitude, our artist
Željko Vertelj, who had painted the city
hall with the main square, presented
this picture to the mayor as a gift. The
exhibition featured 74 pictures which
were on display until 15 October 2018.
On the opening day, the publishing
house held a workshop in cooperation
with eight artists. It was visited by some
two hundred children from kindergar-
tens and schools.

CROATIACROATIA

The participating artists (from left to right): Marija Glavicic-Pocuc, Goran
Radic, Stjepan Perkovic, Alen Kasumovic and Maria-Kristina Božicevic.

FRANCEFRANCE SLOVENIASLOVENIA

POLANDPOLAND

Mouth and foot painters participa-
ting in the opening of the exhibi-
tion with the management of the
publishing house in Poland.
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- Under the direction of the renowned
artist Edith Tarantino, the Swiss publis-
hing house held its second short pain-
ting workshop in Wädenswil from 
10 June to 12 June 2018. The three-day
workshop focused on the learning of
new techniques and the expression of
artistic content as well as on the ex-
change of new styles and their technical
implementation. As part of the ‘Wan-
ted: Scholarship Holders and Active
Members’ campaign, a young foot
painter from St. Gallen was welcomed
to the workshop. This initiative provides
interested artists with an insight into
the works of the painters. Our mouth
painter Bracha Fischel and mouth pain-
ter Lars Höllerer were visited by the
well-known Swiss music producer and
DJ ‘Engin Colin Kilic’ at the workshop.
He was there to find out about their
work and to receive the original ‘Studio-
bar’ painting by Lars Höllerer. At the
invitation of the publishing house, the
mouth painter Bracha Fischel reported
on her life and work and at the same
time presented the work of the pub-
lishing house and the guiding principles
of the mouth and foot painters as a
“social service” in the course of many
talks. The highly acclaimed series of
talks lasted from 2 to 22 June 2018 and
accompanied the second workshop in
Wädenswil.

Publishers’ activities

SWITZERLANDSWITZERLAND

Mouth painter Bracha Fischel at the
workshop.

The two mouth painters Lars Höllerer (sitting on the left) from Germany
and Bracha Fischel (sitting on the right) with the workshop organisers.

Full Member Lars Höllerer (on the right) and Scholarship Holder Bracha
Fischel.

(from left to right) Mouth painter Lars Höllerer, Full Member from
Germany, DJ Engin Colin Kilic and publisher René Aigner.




